
FROM  THE  D IRECTOR ’S  DESK   

Greetings, and Happy New Year! 

2021 proved to be a productive year 

for the BCPC, despite the ongoing 

challenges of the shifting pandemic 

landscape and a rash of natural 

disasters which tested our community mettle.  We 

have successfully completed an update to our 

county’s Hazard Mitigation Plan and have 

commenced the Bucks2040 county 

comprehensive plan update process in earnest.  

As with both of these initiatives, your continued 

participation and input is greatly appreciated. 

As we embrace the New Year and its promise of 

new beginnings, we are pleased to announce that 

staff, in coordination with our county Emergency 

Management partners, have launched a new 

resource portal to assist our elected officials and 

residents when faced with the aftermath of a 

natural disaster.  Our new Mitigation/Recovery 

Information portal can be found on the county’s 

Emergency Management Agency web page here: 

aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴκwŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ. This site 

provides homeowners, business owners, and 

municipal officials with information pertaining to 

pertinent recovery operations, information, and 

mitigation efforts. The website has been 

organized based on the specific information for 

each user type and its intended audience.  It is our 

sincere desire that this new resource helps to 

expedite the recovery process for all. 

As always, my door is open, and I may be reached 
via e-mail or phone at estone@buckscounty.org 
or 215.345.3401. I look forward to hearing from 
you and welcome your feedback.  

Enjoy tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Lƴ{ƛƎƘǘΗ 

GRANTS  INS IGHT  
The National Park Service offers the 

wƛǾŜǊǎΣ ¢ǊŀƛƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ 

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ which welcomes 

applications from community groups, 

nonprofits, tribal governments, national 

parks, and local, state and federal 

agencies. !ǇǇƭȅ ōȅ aŀǊŎƘ мΣ нлнн. 

nps.gov/orgs/rtca/apply.htm 

The bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

tǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ offers funds to encourage 

preservation at the local level by 

providing seed money for preservation 

projects. !ǇǇƭȅ ōȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлнн. 

savingplaces.org/grants 

The DVRPC offers funding for the 

following programs: ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ 

ό¢/5Lύ focuses on linking land use and 

transportation planning to enhance 

existing infrastructure, encouraging more 

transportation choices, reinforcing town-

center development, protecting the 

environment, and improving quality of 

life. bŜȄǘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǊƻǳƴŘΥ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнн. 

dvrpc.org/TCDI/ 

¢ǊŀǾŜƭ hǇǝƻƴǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ό¢htύ funds 

creative and practical projects for 

implementation to reduce the number of 

single occupancy vehicles on the region’s 

roadways by providing choices for travel. 

aŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ 

ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΥ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мнΣ нлннΦ 

dvrpc.org/top 

FEMA offers a CƭƻƻŘ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ 

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ DǊŀƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ for providing 

funding that reduces long-term flood 

damage risk and the Hazard Mitigation 

Assistance Grant to provide funding for 

eligible mitigation measures that reduce 

disaster losses. !ǇǇƭȅ ōȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нуΣ 

нлнн. fema.gov/grants/mitigation/floods 
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The BCPC is responsible for providing guidance to 

municipalities through reviews of various land-use 

related municipal actions. The Pennsylvania 

Municipalities Planning Code (MPC), Act 247 of 

1968, establishes the roles of county planning 

agencies related to land use planning throughout 

the state.  

Section 502 of the MPC requires subdivision and 

land development proposals to be submitted for 

BCPC review. Reviews for these proposals must be 

completed within 30 days and are then sent to 

the respective municipality, applicant, and 

municipal and applicant engineers. Per Chapter 71 

of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection’s Title 25, Rules and Regulations, the 

BCPC also reviews sewage facility planning 

modules. Staff has 60 days to issue a letter and to 

complete the required module component.  

All other proposals reviewed by the BCPC must be 

completed within 45 days of receipt and  are 

endorsed by the BCPC board members at their 

monthly meetings before being publicly 

distributed. 

Following are other mandated review 

responsibilities for the BCPC: 

¶ The adoption, amendment, or repeal of any 

comprehensive plan, official map, or zoning 

or subdivision and land development 

ordinance (MPC Section 304.a.(3)) 

¶ School district proposals relating to the 

location, demolition, removal, sale, or lease 

of any school district structure or land (MPC 

Section 305) 

¶ Municipal actions related to location, 

erection, demolition, removal or sale of any 

public structures, public lands, and 

infrastructure improvements (MPC Section 

304.(a)) 

¶ Official sewage facilities plans (the 

Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537) 

and MPC Section 304.(a)(4)) 

¶ Establishment or expansion of Agricultural 

Security Areas (the Pennsylvania Agricultural 

Security Act (Act 43)) 

Staff is available to answer any questions 

regarding the BCPC review procedures. 

REVIEW  RESPONSIBILITIES  

BUCKS  TRIVIA  
Bucks County owns over 100 _______ 

across the county? 

https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://www.buckscounty.gov/207/Emergency-Management-Agency
mailto:estone@buckscounty.org
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/apply.htm
https://savingplaces.org/grants#.YbDYedDMKUk
https://www.dvrpc.org/TCDI/
https://www.dvrpc.org/top
https://www.fema.gov/grants/mitigation/floods


Calling all amateur photographers! The BCPC is 

sponsoring a ǇƘƻǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ as part of the 

.ǳŎƪǎнлпл, Building Our Future Together, 

county comprehensive plan update. 

The contest deadline has been extended and 

will run until August 31, 2022. Winners will be 

announced at the September 21, 2022 

Commissioners’ meeting. 

Check out the categories, prizes, and rules for 

entry here: 

ōǳŎƪǎŎƻǳƴǘȅΦƎƻǾκммнлκ.ǳŎƪǎнлпл-tƘƻǘƻ-

/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ 

 

 

BUCKS2040 OPEN  H OUSES  
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¢ǊƛǾƛŀ !ƴǎǿŜǊΥ 

.ǊƛŘƎŜǎΗ  

From historic covered bridges, to  

multi-lane bridges, check out our  

Bridge Dashboard to learn more.  
PHOTO  CONTEST  

The Bucks2040, Building Our Future Together 

comprehensive plan update passed a key 

milestone this fall as it hosted three public open 

houses in the lower, central, and upper portions 

of the county.  

The first of the 

three events was 

held in 

Quakertown 

Borough on 

October 20th, 

the second on 

October 27th in 

Lower Makefield 

Township, and the final event was held on 

November 16th in Warrington Township. 

Collectively, the open houses were hosted for 

the purpose of identifying issues and values 

important to residents across the county.  

In an added effort 

intended to reach 

residents unable to 

attend the in-person 

events, a “Virtual 

Room” was developed 

for residents to visit 

from the comfort of 

their own homes. The 

virtual room remains 

open for residents to view. 

The open houses, both the in-person and virtual 

versions, featured several display boards on 

various topics 

ranging from 

Transportation 

and Economic 

Development, to 

Housing and the 

Environment.  

 

Also featured were 

display boards 

outlining background 

information on the 

county and the 

comprehensive 

planning process as a 

whole.  

The goal for these 

boards was to stoke 

the imagination of participating residents, who 

were then asked to provide feedback on what 

they considered to be important to the future of 

Bucks County, and ultimately what should be 

included as an action item in the comprehensive 

plan. The feedback received will be considered 

as the plan process 

moves forward.  

The next steps for the 

Bucks2040 

comprehensive plan 

process will be the 

second phase of the 

plan’s “Key Partner 

Meetings,” where the 

county and municipal 

officials will convene 

to discuss policies and solutions. The county will 

then move forward with the plan development, 

with a target completion date of summer 2022.  

To stay up to date with the process and what’s 

coming next, visit Bucks2040.com and use the 

“Notify Me” feature. Alternatively, if you would 

like to give your opinion on the future of Bucks 

County, you can always reach out directly to 

bucks2040@buckscounty.org. 

 

 

 

https://www.buckscounty.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3815/2040-Photo-contest-submission-form
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1120/Bucks2040-Photo-Contest
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1120/Bucks2040-Photo-Contest
https://www.buckscounty.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3815/2040-Photo-contest-submission-form
https://www.buckscounty.gov/347/Planning-Commission
https://aboutus-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
https://www.buckscounty.gov
https://www.buckscounty.gov/347/Planning-Commission
https://dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/bcpc/
https://www.facebook.com/BucksCountyPlanningCommission
https://www.facebook.com/BucksCountyPlanningCommission
mailto:planningcommission@buckscounty.org
mailto:bcpc@buckscounty.org
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://bucksgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e38e2439377d443ebd25d4cf51908682
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTDPnhWXdmWbqVFszc4Eg5TI17C5hmYTf6hOxpDriHyR_OHjklPke63bT0GTOdeDtW6Z5fu61msMmgY/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.gf90076e04a_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTDPnhWXdmWbqVFszc4Eg5TI17C5hmYTf6hOxpDriHyR_OHjklPke63bT0GTOdeDtW6Z5fu61msMmgY/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.gf90076e04a_0_0
https://www.buckscounty.gov/1033/Bucks2040
https://pa-buckscounty.civicplus.com/list.aspx
mailto:bucks2040@buckscounty.org

